December 18, 2023

Dr Martin Ongol

Acting Executive Secretary

Uganda National Council for Science and Technology
Kampala, Uganda

Dear Dr Ongol:
We, the undersigned, are researchers from around the world. We are writing to you regarding the

October 27 Directive you released, “Guidance on Research Governance in Relation to the Anti-
Homosexuality Act, 2023” (Ref: RESETHICS/03).

As you know, the Anti-Homosexuality Act, 2023 (“the Act”) goes far beyond Uganda’s existing colonial
laws that criminalize sex acts between consenting adults of the same-sex.2l The Act criminalizes the
identities and behavior of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and intersex (LGBTI) people. Uganda’s
constitution guarantees fundamental rights to all of its people and this law violates those guarantees.
Furthermore, Uganda is a signatory to multiple international human rights agreements that this law
violates.

Penalties in the Act include:

e alife sentence for same-sex acts between consenting adults,

e 10 years in prison for “attempted homosexuality;”

e the death penalty for “aggravated homosexuality;”

e 20 years in prison for “promotion of homosexuality;” and

e Aduty toreport,” such that If any person “knows or has reasonable suspicion” that a person has
committed or intends to commit any offense under the Act they have an obligation to report
that person to the police, under threat of a criminal penalty or a fine.2

The Directive states that the “duty to report” any person who has committed or intends to commit any
offense under the Act affirmatively applies to researchers and research participants.

In the context of research in human subjects meant to advance science, we as researchers are bound to
internationally agreed upon obligations to uphold the rights of study participants to life, health, dignity,
integrity, self-determination, privacy, and confidentiality. These obligations also state that “no national
or international ethical, legal or regulatory requirement should reduce or eliminate any of the
protections for research subjects set forth in this Declaration.”2! In particular, these international
standards obligate us to uphold the rights of vulnerable persons, including LGBTI people.!

We are shocked by the UNCST Directive, which violates these globally accepted obligations. The UNCST
Directive affirms that researchers and participants in research are not shielded from the provisions of
the Act. The UNCST Directive obligates researchers who know or who have reasonable suspicion that a
person has committed or intends to commit any offense under the Act to report that person to the
police, under threat of criminal or financial penalty.

This Directive means we cannot uphold our moral commitment to the rights of our study participants to
life, health, dignity, integrity, self-determination, privacy, and confidentiality.



We are asking you to immediately withdraw this Directive, if not, we will be forced to reassess our
current research in Uganda and our future research plans.

Sincerely,

Natalia Laufer, Instituto INBIRS (UBA/CONICET), Argentina

Dr. Sergio Maulen, Independent Consultant, Argentina

Ph Anabella Erviti,Hospital Rossi La Plata, Argentina

Martin Hojman, Hospital Bernardino Rivadavia, Argentina

Dr. José Barletta, MD, Hospital Fernandez, Argentina

Professor Sharon Lewin AO Doherty Institute, University of Melbourne, Australia
Professor Andrew Grulich, Head, HIV Epidemiology and Prevention Program Kirby Institute, UNSW,
Australia

Saar Baert, Researcher, Ghent University, Belgium

Prof. dr. Pieter Cannoot, Ghent University, Belgium

Joz Motmans, PhD, Ghent University Hospital, Belgium

Lea Rahel Delfmann, Ghent University, Belgium

Sandra Wagner Cardoso, Fiocruz, Brazil

Francisco Pinkusfeld Bastos, MD, PhD, Oswaldo Cruz Foundation, Brazil

Beatriz Grinsztejn MD,PhD, Fiocruz, Brazil

Fernando Seffner, Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil

Maria Inés R. Lobato (MD/PhD), Hospital de Clinicas de Porto Alegre UFRGS, Brazil
Patrick Bitangumutwenzi, Paediatrician, HIV Care Activist, University of Burundi, Burundi
Dr Pascal Djiadeu, Mcmaster University, Canada

Janyck Beaulieu, University of Ottawa, Canada

Nancy Nicol, York University, Canada

Debbie Douglas, Ontario Council of Agencies Serving Immigrants (OCASI), Canada

Ms Susan Ursel, BA, LLB, LSM, Ursel Phillips Fellows Hopkinson LLP, Canada

Nick Mulé, PhD, Professor, York University, Canada

Winston Husbands, University of Toronto, Canada

Graham Berlin, PhD Candidate in Clinical Psychology, Toronto Metropolitan University, Canada
Muganga Mark, Gay Man and Human Rights Advocate, Canada

Dr. OmiSoore Dryden, Johnston Endowed Chair, Black Studies, Faculty of Medicine Dalhousie University,
Canada

Darrell Tan MD FRCPC PhD, Associate Professor, University of Toronto, Canada

Dr. Delia D Douglas, University of Manitoba, Canada

Sean B. Rourke, St. Michael's Hospital and University of Toronto, Canada

Dr. Gary Kinsman, Professor Emeritus, Laurentian University, Canada

Raha Mahmoudi, Program & Project Coordinator for the Johnston Chair in Black Canadian Studies,
Faculty of Medicine, Dalhousie University, Canada

Mario Calvo Arellano, MD, Professor, Southern University of Chile, Chile

Dr. Claudia Cortés, Universidad de Chile, Chile

Olga Lopez, MD, Head of Team of Infectology, Chile

Pablo Herrera, MD, Hospital Barros Luco Trudeau, Chile

Yasna Alarcon Vadulli, Hospital Sotero del Rio, Chile

Carmen Mora, Cesfam, Chile

Dr. Bch. William Acevedo, Hospital de Enfermedades Infecciosas, Chile

Dr Lucio Cérdova, Chile



Paola Figueroa Médico Internista, Hospital Guillermo Grant Benavente, Chile

Carolina Campos, Chile

Francoise Mukuku, Amazone Advisors, Democratic Republic of Congo

Monica Thormann, IAS, Dominican Republic

Dr Amélie Beaugrand, National Eye Hospital, France

Dr. Rosalind Coleman, France

Bruno Spire, INSERM, France

Nicole Holliday, MSc., LMU Munich, Germany

Dr Melissa Theurich, LMU, Germany

Katharina Wabnitz, Germany

Nancy V. Sandoval Paiz, MD, AGEI, Guatemala

Dr Ishwar Gilada, Unison Medicare and Research Centre and AIDS Society of India, India
Clinical Psychology Trinity College, Ireland

Prof. Karen Tordjman, MD Tel Aviv Medical Center, Endocrinology, Israel

Alice Chinelli, Research Fellow, University of Pisa, Italy

Massimo Mirandola, Ph.D., Verona University Hospital, Italy

Manlio Converti PhD, Asl Napoli 2 Nord, Italy

Elio Olivelli, Neuropsychologist, Italy

Mattia Marchi, MD Psychiatrist, University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, Italy

Dr. Pietro Forghieri, Universita di Torino, Italy

Erica De Vita, MD, University of Pisa, Italy

Maddalena Cordioli, MD PhD, Verona University Hospital, Italy

Prof. Lorenzo Bernini, University of Verona, Italy

Brunella Casalini, University of Florence, Italy

Alberica Bazzoni, Researcher, Universia per Stranieri di Siena, Italy

Dr. Maddalena Cannito, Scuola Normale Superiore, Italy

Annalisa Murgia, Associate Professor, University of Milan, Italy

Claudia Padovani, Vice-Director Center for Gender Studies, University of Padova, Italy
Cristina Mussini, Professor, University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, Italy

Alessia Dona, Associate Professor, University of Trento, Italy

Dr J Carolyn Gomes, Caribbean Centre for Human Rights, Jamaica

Professor Shuzo Matsushita MD, PhD, Kumamoto University, Japan

Dr. Stellah Bosire, Center for Health Systems and Gender Justice, Kenya

Dr. Mildred A. Mudany, Executive Director, Help REACH Africa, Kenya

Becky Odhiambo, Western Kenya LBQT Feminist Forum (WKLFF), Kenya

Dr. Marguerite Thorp, UCLA, Kenya

Catherine Kyobutungi, African Population & Health Research Center, Kenya

Tom Rogers Muyunga-Mukasa, Advocacy Network Africa, Kenya

Nardos Hagos Senior Regional Advocacy Advisor, International Planned Parenthood Federation Africa
Region, Kenya

Brenda Crabtree, Senior Researcher ID Department. Associated Professor of the HIV Program
Instituto Nacional de Ciencias Médicas y Nutricidn, Salvador Zubiran, México

Dr Ariel Campos, Centro de Atencidn Especializada en VIH, México

Dr. Berenice Gonzalez Flores, Clinica Condesa Iztapalapa, México

MSS Bethzabé Rojas Torres, Instituto Nacional de Ciencias Médicas y Nutricidén Salvador Zuviran, México
Peter Dankmeijer, Director, GALE, The Global Alliance for LGBTIQ+ Education, Netherlands
Hans Zahn, Inholland University of Applied Sciences, Netherlands

Tiago Pinho-Bandeira, MD Public Health Unit, ACES Baixo Vouga, Portugal



Linda Montanari, Principal Scientist, EMCDDA, Portugal

Dr. Quarraisha Abdool Karim, Associate Scientific Director, Centre for the AIDS Programme of Research
in South Africa, South Africa

Dr Nigel Garrett, MBBS, MRCP, MSc, PhD eThekwini Clinical Research Site Leader, Head of Pathogenesis
and Vaccine Research, Centre for the AIDS Programme of Research in South Africa, Associate Professor
in Public Health, University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa

Dr Sheena Swemmer, Centre for Applied Legal Studies, University of Witwatersrand, South Africa
Mr Robert Krause, Centre for Applied Legal Studies, University of Witwatersrand, South Africa
Nivashnee Naicker, MD, Centre for the AIDS Programme of Research in South Africa, South Africa
Miss Thuli Zulu, Centre for Human Rights, University of Pretoria, South Africa

Linda-Gail Bekker, The Desmond Tutu Health Foundation, South Africa

Prof Nigel Garrett, Centre for the AIDS Programme of Research in South Africa, South Africa
Kogie Naidoo, Centre for the AIDS Programme of Research in South Africa, South Africa

Prof. Sinead Delany-Moretlwe, University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa

Prof Shabir Madhi, University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa

Professor Francois Venter, University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa

Professor Glenda Gray, South African Medical Research Council, South Africa

Maria Stacey, Independent Research Consultant, South Africa

Mr Peter van Heusden, University of the Western Cape, South Africa

Mrs Neetha Morar, South Africa

Dr Bridget Farham, South Africa

Dr Sharana Mahomed, Centre for the AIDS Programme of Research in South Africa, South Africa
Hyejun Chi, BA, Korea University, South Korea

Mx. Yun-Jung Eom, Korea University, South Korea

Alejandro Gil Salmerdn, International Foundation for Integrated Care, Spain

Dr. Nadeeka Chandraratne, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka

Sharareh Akhavan, Associate Professor, University of Gavle, Sweden

Tobias Kuhnert, MSc, Ziirich University of Applied Sciences, Switzerland

Birgit Poniatowski, International AIDS Society, Switzerland

Karaked Saehan National Tsing Hua University, Taiwan

Chansiri Meelaodee, Utopia Media International Thailand, Thailand

Acting Pol. Captain Airada Bumroungruksa, Lawyers Council Human Rights Committee, Thailand
Naritha Pokaiyaanunt, Thailand

Muthoni Ngugi, East Africa Legal Service Network, Tanzania

Reshmie Ramautarsing, MD, PhD, Institute of HIV Research and Innovation, Thailand

Dr. Khuanchai Supparatpinyo, Chiang Mai University, Thailand

Nittaya Phanuphak, Institute of HIV Research and Innovation, Thailand

Mr. Gregory Carl, Institute of HIV Research and Innovation, Thailand

Annette Sohn, Director and Associate Professor, TREAT Asia, Thailand

Professor Emeritus Praphan Phanuphak, IHRi, Thailand

Nimit Tienudom, AIDS Access Foundation, Thailand

Sudarat Thongsuksangcharoen, Institute of HIV Research and Innovation, Thailand

Supaporn Sae-Eng, Community Health Committee (CHC), Thailand

Pirapong Vanich, Community Health Committee (CHC), Thailand

Rena Janamnuaysook, Institute of HIV Research and Innovation, Thailand

Supanat Thitipatarakorn, Institute of HIV Research and Innovation, Thailand

Jakkrapatara Boonruang, Institute of HIV Research and Innovation, Thailand

Mr. Sittichon Kanharak, Gender Diversity Club - Khon Kee, Thailand



Mr Sirisak Chaited, MoveD Network of Thailand, Thailand

Adcharaporn Thongchalaem, Thailand

Stephen Mugamba, Makerere University Walter Reed Project, Uganda

Dr Cissy Kityo, Joint Clinical Research Centre, Uganda

Phyllis Wanjiru, Freelance Journalist, Uganda

Egwelu Timothy, Deaf Legal Advocacy Worldwide, Uganda

Shemerirwe Agnes, Africa Queer Network, Uganda

Andriy Klepikov, Executive Director, Alliance for Public Health, Ukraine

Hannah Manzur, University of London, United Kingdom

Dr Fifa A Rahman, Principal Consultant, Matahari Global Solutions, United Kingdom

Sally McManus, Violence and Society Centre, City, University of London, United Kingdom
Doctoral Candidate Lorenza Ippolito, University of Brighton, United Kingdom

Polina Obolenskaya, City University, London, United Kingdom

Dr Annie Bunce, City, University of London, United Kingdom

Professor Nigel Sherriff, University of Brighton, United Kingdom

Ms Merili Pullerits, City, University of London, United Kingdom

Dr Vanja Hamzi¢, Reader in Law, History and Anthropology, SOAS University of London, United Kingdom
Patricia Prieto-Blanco, PhD, Lancaster University, United Kingdom

Chloe Orkin, United Kingdom

Professor Adrian Rabe, Imperial College London, United Kingdom and the Philippines
Noelle Mendez, University of Miami, USA

Gerson H. Smoger, J.D., PhD, Chair, Physicians for Human Rights, USA

Alice M. Miller, JD, Co-Director, Global Health Justice Partnership of Yale Public Health and Law Schools
Yale University, USA

Jacob Bor, Associate Professor, Boston University School of Public Health, USA

Amy Kate Bailey, Associate Professor and Director of Undergraduate Studies, Sociology, University of
[llinois Chicago, USA

Alex Bates, MD, MPH, University of Minnesota School of Public Health, USA

Jennifer Jones, Associate Professor of Sociology, University of lllinois at Chicago, USA
Nancy Krieger, Professor of Social Epidemiology, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health (Harvard
University), USA

Barbara J Risman, University of Illinois at Chicago, USA

Rachel Deussom, Chemonics International, USA

Dr. Waru Gichane, University of California San Francisco, USA

Dr. Jennifer E Adair, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center, USA and Uganda

Angela A. Aidala, PhD. Research Scientist, Columbia University, USA

Britt Skaathun, Assistant Professor, University of California, San Diego, USA

Kearsley Stewart, PhD, Duke Global Health Institute, USA

Andrea Mantsios, PhD, MHS, Public Health Innovation and Action, USA

Ngina Lythcott, RN, MSW, DrPH, Consultant, PH Advocacy, Philanthropy, USA

Dustin Duncan, Associate Professor of Epidemiology, Columbia University, USA

Angela Cooke-Jackson, Professor, California State University, Los Angeles, USA

Kearsley Stewart, PhD, Professor of Global Health, Duke Global Health Institute, USA
Tetyana Vasylyeva, PhD, University of California Irvine, USA

James Silk, Binger Clinical Professor of Human Rights, Yale Law School, USA

Andrew Spieldenner, Associate Professor, California State University San Marcos, USA
Matthew Kavanagh, Georgetown University, USA

Tomeka Robinson, Senior Associate Dean Honors College, Hofstra University, USA



Shinsuke Eguchi and Professor, University of New Mexico, USA

Chris Beyrer MD, MPH, Director, Duke Global Health Institute, USA

Micheal Ighodaro, Executive Director, Global Black Gay Men Connect (GBGMC), USA

Karma R. Chavez, Professor, University of Texas at Austin, USA

Alexandra Ecklund, MPH Research Coordinator University of Minnesota School of Public Health, USA
Mary Tinetti, MD, Yale School of Medicine, USA

Ben Weideman, MS, University of Minnesota, USA

Mary Ann Castle, Ph.D., Planning Alternatives for Change, USA

Morgan Wright, MPH, University of Minnesota, USA

Perry N Halkitis, PhD, MS, MPH Dean & Distinguished Professor School of Public Health Rutgers
University, USA

Mitchell Warren, AVAC, USA

Carl Schmid, Executive Director, HIV+Hepatitis Policy Institute, USA

Kenneth Mayer, Fenway Health/Harvard Medical School, USA

Mark Fallon, Fenway Health, USA

Whitney C. Irie, Assistant Professor, Boston College, The Fenway Institute, USA

Douglas Krakower, MD, Harvard Medical School, USA

Conall O'Cleirigh, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Massachusetts General Hospital/Harvard Medical School,
USA

Loretta LeMaster, Associate Professor, Arizona State University, USA

Carole Treston, Association of Nurses in AIDS Care, USA

Judith D. Auerbach, PhD, University of California San Francisco, USA

Dr. Orlando Harris, University of California, San Francisco, USA

Kaveh Khoshnood, Associate Professor, Yale School of Public Health, USA

Monica Gandhi MD, MPH, Professor of Medicine, University of California, San Francisco, USA
M. V. Lee Badgett, Professor of Economics, University of Massachusetts Amherst, USA
Catherine Massey, Professor of Psychology, Slippery Rock University of Pennsylvania, USA

Dr. Matthew J. Mimiaga, Professor and Vice Chair, UCLA, Department of Epidemiology, Fielding School
of Public Health, Department of Psychiatry & Biobehavioral Sciences, David Geffen School of Medicine,
USA

Connie Celum, MD, Professor of Global Health & Medicine, University of Washington, USA
Katherine Brown, Professor, California State University San Marcos, USA

Laurette McGuire, Chair, Anthropology Department, Associate Professor, Anthropology
California State University San Marcos, USA

Ilan H Meyer, Ph.D., University of California Los Angeles, USA

Mikee Inton-Campbell, California State University San Marcos, USA

Kimber Quinney, Associate Professor of History, California State University San Marcos, USA
Jennifer Ross, MD, MPH Assistant Professor, University of Washington, USA Roberta Chevrette,
Associate Professor of Communication Studies, Middle Tennessee State University, USA

LaRon E. Nelson, Independence Foundation Professor of Nursing, Yale University, USA

Brooke Soles, Associate Professor, California State University San Marcos, USA

K Rivet Amico, University of Michigan, USA

Dr. Robert Gutierrez-Perez, Assistant Professor, California State University San Marcos, USA
Lauren Gulbicki, Clinical Research Coordinator, Massachusetts General Hospital, USA

Jasper S. Lee, PhD, Massachusetts General Hospital, USA

Brianna Estrada, Clinical Research Coordinator, Massachusetts General Hospital, USA

Matthew Capriotti, PhD, San Jose State University, USA

Jacklyn Foley, Clinical Psychologist, Massachusetts General Hospital, USA



Lorenzo Lorenzo-Luaces, Associate Professor Indiana University, USA

Arjan van der Star, Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, San Diego State University, USA
Mark Harrington, Executive Director, Treatment Action Group (TAG), USA

Christina Psaros PhD, Harvard Medical School / Massachusetts General Hospital, USA

Konane Martinez Ph.D., Professor, California State University San Marcos, USA

Dr. Sarah K Lowder, Senior Consultant USAID, IFAD, FAO, World Bank, IFPRI and others, USA

Ngozi Erondu, Senior Scholar O’Neill Institute, USA

Prof. Joseph Amon, Drexel University Dornsife School of Public Health, USA

Jeff Martin, Senior Director, External Relations American Anthropological Association, USA
Samantha McKetchnie, MSW Massachusetts General Hospital, USA

Nicole Dear, MPH, Henry Jackson Foundation in Support of the U.S. Military HIV Research Program, USA
Bethany Hedt-Gauthier, Associate Professor Harvard Medical School, USA

Prof. Aurelio Castro, University of Bologna, USA

Britt Gayle, Research Physician, Graduate Emory University, USA

Matthew Romo, US Military HIV Research Program Henry Jackson Foundation, USA

Asghar Rastegar, MD, Emeritus Professor of Medicine Yale School of Medicine, USA

Ari Shaw, Senior Fellow & Director of International Programs The Williams Institute, UCLA School of Law,
USA

Susan M. Reverby, PhD, McLean Professor Emerita in the History of Ideas and Professor Emerita in
Women's and Gender Studies Wellesley College, USA

Jennifer Sherwood, Director of Research, Public Policy amfAR The Foundation for AIDS Research, USA
Amelia Rock, PhD, MS, Amelia Rock Consulting LLC, USA

Professor B. R. Simon Rosser, PhD, MPH, LP University of Minnesota, USA

Elwin Wu, Professor, Columbia University School of Social Work, USA

Tim Hunt, PhD Columbia University, USA

Dawn Gruss, Columbia University, USA

Omar Sued, OPS, USA

Stuart Rennie, Professor, University of North Carolina, USA

Angelique Lele, University of Minnesota, USA

Dr. Eve Rosenfeld, Stanford University, USA

Stewart Landers, Senior Consultant, John Snow International, USA

Craig Rodriguez-Seijas, Assistant Professor, University of Michigan, USA

Marlon M Bailey, Washington University in St. Louis, USA

Richard LeBeau, UCLA, USA

Mike Balaban, Athlete Ally Inc, USA

Tricia Skarphol, MA, University of Minnesota, USA

Sten H. Vermund, Professor Yale School of Public Health, Yale University, USA

Lisa Bebell, Massachusetts General Hospital, USA

Sunil Parikh, Associate Professor of Medicine and Epidemiology, Yale School of Public Health, USA
Gregg Gonsalves, Associate Professor, Epidemiology Yale School of Public Health, USA

Lucian Davis, MD, Yale University, USA

Dr. Diane BenBella, University of Connecticut, USA

Jodie Lawston, California State University San Marcos, USA

Abigail Batchelder, Harvard Medical School & Massachusetts General Hospital, USA

Jana Jarolimova, MD, Massachusetts General Hospital, USA

Amanda Lugg, Executive Director, African Services Committee, USA

Dr. Kelly M. Searle, PhD, University of Minnesota, USA



Hans Goertz, Assistant Director of Project Development Smith International Center, University of
Tennessee, USA

Andrew Alberth, University of Massachusetts Boston, USA

Mark Paige, Columbia University, USA

Howard Hu, MD MPH ScD, Flora L. Thornton Department Chair & Professor Keck School of Medicine,
University of Southern California, USA

Susan Buchbinder, MD, University of California San Francisco, USA

Sofia Ryan, MSPH NORC at the University of Chicago, USA

Tetyana Shippee, University of Minnesota, USA

Prof. Michael Ross, University of Minnesota Medical School, USA

Timothy Stahl, Ph.D., Mount Sinai Hospital, USA

Virginia E. Pitzer, Associate Professor of Epidemiology (Microbial Diseases), Yale School of Public Health,
USA

Rachel Kreier, Associate Professor of Health Economics, St. Joseph's University, USA

Professor Samuel R Friedman, New York University Graduate School of Medicine, USA

Brandon Marshall, Professor Epidemiology Brown University School of Public Health, USA
Steffanie Strathdee, PhD, Associate Dean Global Health Sciences UC San Diego, USA

Jennifer Weuve, ScD, Professor Boston University School of Public Health, USA

Holly Hagan, Emeritus Professor, New York University, USA

Peter Berman, The University of British Columbia and Harvard University, USA

Robert Heimer, Professor of Epidemiology Yale University, USA

Nina Wallerstein, Distinguished Professor University New Mexico, USA

Ashley Buchanan, University of Rhode Island, USA

Rebecca Hester, Associate Professor Virginia Tech, USA

Amy Hagopian, Professor Emeritus University of Washington, USA

Dr Nyaradzo Mgodi, University of Zimbabwe, Zimbabwe

Martha Tholanah, African Alliance, Zimbabwe

Miss Susan Shumba, International AIDS Society, Zimbabwe

[1]1 Penal Code Act, Clause 145

[2] The Anti-Homosexuality Act, 2023

[3] WMA Declaration of Helsinki — Ethical Principles for Medical Research Involving Human Subjects
[4] 2016 International ethical guidelines for health-related research involving humans - CIOMS, p 57




