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AIDS Activists Deliver Spine to Brazilian Embassy and Mission

Urge Brazil to Show Leadership, Break Patent Monopolies on Costly HIV Medicines

Washington, May 12 - AIDS activists announced today that they will stage protests in New York and Washington DC to call on Brazil to keep its promise to increase access to HIV treatment by breaking patent monopolies on key AIDS medicines.

The protests will take place Friday, May 13: 12:30 PM at the Brazilian Mission to the UN, 747 Third Ave., btw. 46th and 47th Sts., Manhattan and 12:30 PM at the Brazilian Embassy, Washington D.C. 3006 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

AIDS activists will deliver a spine to the Brazilian government at the Brazilian Mission to the UN and the Brazilian Embassy, along with a memorandum to Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Health, and the President of Brazil during two simultaneous rallies.

The protesters are joining Brazilian civil society groups in an international campaign to urge Brazil to keep its promise to increase access to HIV treatment by breaking patent monopolies on key AIDS medicines through a WTO-legal, cost-cutting mechanism used to protect public health called "compulsory licensing."

"Brazil has shown tremendous leadership in the fight against AIDS," said John Riley of ACT UP New York. "Poor country governments and AIDS activists are now looking to Brazil to keep its promise and to take all necessary steps to override the patents on these overpriced, desperately-needed second-generation AIDS drugs. All eyes are watching Brazil."

"Brazil has let itself be bullied by big drug companies long enough," said Dr. Paul Zeitz, Executive Director of Global AIDS Alliance. "It's time for Brazil to stand up to them and show the world the kind of global leadership this issue so desperately needs."

On March 15 2005, Brazil announced its intent to issue compulsory licenses for four high-priced, patented AIDS medicines if drug companies did not negotiate voluntary licensing agreements for the drugs after one month. The deadline passed with no announcement from Brazil. The medicines are critical for HIV treatment when initial combinations of medicine have failed. The cost of these four drugs alone is 80% of the Brazilian AIDS budget, threatening the sustainability the program.

An open letter to the government of Brazil, initiated by Brazilian civil society organizations and signed by 200 groups from around the world, calls the government a "tiger with no teeth," for its as yet unfulfilled promises to break patent monopolies on these critically important AIDS drugs. (The civil society statement is posted on www.healthgap.org.)

Brazil's National STD/AIDS program has been internationally lauded for its program of universal HIV treatment access and bold prevention campaigns. Last week Brazil rejected $40 million in AIDS funding from the United States that was conditioned on Brazil agreeing to condemn prostitution.

"The success of the Brazilian AIDS treatment program has been made possible by the local production of generic medicines. This policy has brought down the price of raw materials for antiretroviral medications internationally. The Health Ministry must stand up to pharmaceutical companies--not only for the Brazilian people, but for people living with AIDS around the world," said Sean Barry of Health GAP.
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