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	Issue
	John Kerry
	George W. Bush

	Funding for global AIDS programs
	· Pledges to provide at least $30 billion by 2008 in the fight against AIDS. 

· Spending proposal for 2007 would roughly double Bush’s and thus equal 28% of what UN says is needed that year to fight AIDS 

· Supported $3 billion for FY 04 for global AIDS.

· Pledges increases to the multilateral Global Fund to fight AIDS, TB and Malaria


	· Pledged $15 Billion by 2008 to combat AIDS. This figure includes spending for tuberculosis and malaria programs as well as research. 

· 2007 spending proposal ($2.9 b in direct AIDS services) would meet 14% of what the UN says is needed for that year ($20 b). 

· Lobbied against full funding of the $3 billion authorized by congress for FY 2004 and 2005. 

· Proposes cutting funding for the Global Fund to fight AIDS, TB and malaria by 64% for 2004.

	Prevention policies
	· Pledges science-based prevention policies including condoms usage as a comprehensive approach to prevent the spread of HIV and AIDS

· Pledges to lift the federal funding ban on syringe exchange and harm reduction programs
	· Promotes abstinence-only prevention programs; supports condom use only for what it defines as “high risk groups” overseas, while severely restricting prevention services to the same populations in the US.

· Tobias has repeatedly disputed condom effectiveness in public testimony.

· Restricts speech, technical assistance capacity and health information of US government health officials.

· Retained the federal funding ban on syringe exchange programs.

	Trade policy and generic drugs
	· Support trade policies promoting access to low cost quality generic medication for developing nations by fully upholding the World Trade Organization’s Doha Declaration on intellectual property and public health – an agreement stating that health takes precedence over drug company patents. 

· Pledges to ensure that any trade agreements negotiated by the United States do not undermine this critical international agreement. 

· Pledges to work with WHO and Global Fund to establish bulk purchasing facility.
	· WTO rules on drug company monopolies have been exceeded in each new bilateral trade negotiation.

· Uses the bilateral global AIDS initiative to limit access to affordable generic medications, irrespective of local patent status – even when purchased through other funding streams. 

· Rejected WHO’s internationally recognized drug quality standards monitoring program, instead subjecting generic drug makers to a onerous new FDA inspection and testing process. 

	Debt Relief
	· Supports expanding the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) Initiative to provide deeper and broader dept cancellation for all impoverished nations engaged in the fight against AIDS. Has pledged to direct Treasury Secretary to pressure IMF, World Bank and the Paris Club.
	· Has supported funding existing HIPC initiative. Has no plan to provide significant debt relief outside HIPC countries

· Failed to implement debt relief provisions of AIDS bill.

	AIDS treatment
	· Pledges to work to meet the World Health Organization’s goal of reaching three million people with HIV in need with AIDS drugs by 2005.

· Promises a plan to treat 7 million by 2007, and universal coverage for all by 2012.
	· Promised to provide treatment to 2 million by 2008

· Promises to provide treatment to 20,000 by the end of 2004, but detailed progress report missing.

	Family planning and the global gag rule 
	· Promised to reverse the Mexico City Policy against providing funding to clinics that provide abortion information or services on first day in office.

· Promises a plan to treat 7 million by 2007, and universal coverage for all by 2012.
	· Hurt the fight against AIDS by issuing an Executive Order in the first week in office that prohibits US funding for any organization that provides abortion counseling or services – even if paid for with a separate funding stream.

	US ban against HIV+ immigrants
	· Pledges to lift the immigration ban
	· Sustained the immigration ban.

	Orphans
	· Pledges billions of dollars to meet the essential needs of AIDS orphans and vulnerable children.
	· AIDS plan includes only limited support for programs to help orphans and vulnerable children


US AIDS funding and access to treatment:
	Ryan White Care Act and the AIDS Drug Assistance Program
	· Pledges to increase funding for the Ryan White Care Act

· Promises to increase funding for the AIDS Drug Assistance Program to end drug waiting lists in the United States
	· Proposed cuts in FY 04 in Ryan White Care Act title I, II and III. 

· Funding increases to AIDS Drug Assistance Program have not kept pace with increasing enrollment, with waiting lists resulting.

	Housing Opportunities for People With AIDS
	· Pledges increases for the Housing Opportunities for People With AIDS program


	· Flat-funded HOPWA while need for affordable housing for people with HIV increases.

	Early Treatment for HIV Act
	· Supports passage of the Early Treatment for HIV Act
	· Silent on passage of the Early Treatment for HIV Act.

	CDC Prevention funding
	· Voted to increase funding levels
	· Supported a sustained decrease in domestic prevention spending over three years.


