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ON WORLD AIDS DAY, ACTIVISTS RALLY TO DEMAND OBAMA AND [YOUR SENATOR/REP] KEEP THEIR PROMISES TO FIGHT AIDS IN THE U.S. AND WORLDWIDE

[YOUR CITY] – Today is World AIDS Day. To commemorate the lives that have been lost, AIDS activists from [X groups] rallied in front of [Rep/Senator X’s] office to call for [Rep/Senator X] and President Obama to keep their promises around global and domestic AIDS. The activists [sang modified Christmas songs/delivered giant defibrillator paddles/staged a mock funeral] before meeting with a representative from [Rep/Senator X’s] office.

Specifically, the activists were calling for Sen. X and Obama to keep their promises to:

· Fully fund global AIDS programs at $50 billion over five years. On the campaign trail, President Obama promised to increase funding for global AIDS, and provide $50 billion over five years. But his first budget did not provide any real increase in funding. Additionally, the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB, and Malaria, which is facing a $5 billion funding crisis and has had to cut grants and cancel rounds of funding, did not receive any increase in funding in Obama’s budget. As a result of level funding in 2010, and potential level funding in 2011, AIDS treatment programs in developing countries have stopped enrolling new people, even though only 60-80% of people with HIV who need treatment still do not have access. Activists are demanding a total of $7.25 billion for PEPFAR and $2 billion for the Global Fund in 2011, to ensure treatment programs continue to enroll new people, additional health workers are trained and prevention programs can expand.
· Lift the ban on funding syringe exchange. Since 1988, no federal funds have been spent on syringe exchange, an HIV and Hepatitis C prevention program where drug users can exchange dirty needles for clean ones, and access health services. These programs have been proven to reduce HIV infections without increasing drug use. President Obama promised during the campaign to lift the federal ban on funding of syringe exchange, but his 2010 budget proposal to Congress still included the language that bars funding for these programs. The House of Representatives removed the language barring funding, but replaced it with a stringent restriction that would not allow federal funding of syringe exchange in most urban environments. The Senate maintained the ban on funding of syringe exchange.
· Increase funding for AIDS housing programs. Providing housing to people with HIV has been proven to improve health and life expectancy, and reduce medical costs over time. $360 million is needed to fully fund the Housing Opportunities for People With AIDS (HOPWA) Programs, but the budget presented to Congress by President Obama last month only included $310 million, the same amount as was approved in 2009. Congress increased that funding slightly, but the level proposed for 2010 is still insufficient. This underfunding directly results in longer waiting lists for housing, and worse health outcomes for people with HIV across the board.
“President Obama and Sen. X committed to increasing funding for global AIDS, but they have not kept their promise. Additionally, we expected increased funding for AIDS housing, and for an end to the ban on funding of syringe exchange, but these haven’t happened either,” said Person X, a member of [group]. “As a result of inaction and insufficient funding, people around the world are dying. It’s time for President Obama and Sen. X to stand up and keep their promises to fight AIDS”.
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