Message to include in all letters: Representative _____ must support lifting the federal ban on funding of syringe exchange in this year’s appropriations bill, to save lives and money.

Additional talking points to add:

· Syringe exchange programs are cost effective, and save as much as $50,000 per HIV infection prevented. $753 million dollars has been lost as a result of a lack of federal funding for syringe exchange.

· Lifting the ban does not mean the government will spend more money, but allows localities to determine how HIV prevention funds will be spent.

· Cities with operating syringe exchange programs have lowered HIV incidence among people who inject drugs by 80%.

· One syringe costs less than a dollar, but the lifetime cost of HIV treatment can be as much as $600,000.

· Syringe exchange programs do more than just distribute syringes; they link people into the healthcare system and drug treatment programs.

· Every medical and scientific body that has studied syringe exchanges has concluded that syringe exchange programs are essential, including the AMA, CDC, WHO, American Academy of Pediatrics, American Public Health Association, and others.

· Eight government reports have found syringe exchange programs do not increase drug use. None have contradicted this finding.

· The ban on funding of syringe exchange has existed in the appropriations bill since 1998.

· 8,000 or more people are infected with HIV each year as a result of injection drug use (12-16% of new infections). 

· The majority of people with Hepatitis C are infected as a result of sharing needles.

· Syringe exchange programs reduce the risk of accidental needle stick injuries, especially to police and children.

· Syringe exchange programs operate in 185 locations across 36 states, DC and Puerto Rico. But these programs are constrained by limited funding options and not able to reach everyone in need.

· President Obama has said he’s in favor of federal funding of syringe exchange. The Drug Czar has also spoken in favor of syringe exchange.

