July 20, 2009

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi



The Honorable Harry Reid

Speaker





Majority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives


U.S. Senate

H-232 The Capitol




S-221 The Capitol

Washington, DC 20515



Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable John Boehner



The Honorable Mitch McConnell

Minority Leader




Minority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives


U.S. Senate

H-204 The Capitol




S-230 The Capitol

Washington, DC 20515



Washington, DC 20510

Dear Congressional Leaders:
I write to support removing the ban on federal funding for syringe exchange to allow states the option to implement or expand these programs.  Syringe exchange has helped to improve working conditions for law enforcement and reduce rates of HIV and hepatitis infection.
Injection drug use is a serious problem in many of our communities.  Law enforcement officials are at high risk of needle sticks in the course of their daily work, particularly when conducting body searches or investigating a crime scene.  Syringe exchange programs reduce the likelihood that a police officer will be stuck with a used syringe.
Local experiences can be instructive:

· Before the implementation of syringe exchange, suspects were often unwilling to tell officers that they were carrying a syringe.  In communities with syringe exchange programs, injection drug users know they can reveal this information. A study of Connecticut police officers found that needle stick injuries were reduced by 66% after the implementation of syringe exchange programs.

· Syringe exchange programs take used syringes off the streets.  A Baltimore study demonstrated that SEPs helped to reduce inappropriately discarded syringes by almost 50%.

We note that numerous studies find that syringe exchange programs do not encourage the initiation of drug use or the frequency of drug use.  Far from it, syringe exchange programs are an essential link to drug treatment programs.
States should be allowed the option to use federal funds to support syringe exchange programs.  

Sincerely, 













PAGE  

